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The Forerunner of
Things to Come?

This special issue of The Boston Awakening has been
produced as a gift to the students of Boston, Massa-
chusetts. The publishers are the Boston Awakening
team—a group of Christian students, community
members and ministers who have come together with
the purpose of promoting a spiritual awakening among
college students in the city of Boston.

The year 2006 marks the 370" anniversary of the
first Christian college in North America, Harvard. Ever
since 1636, the colleges and universities of Boston have
set the standard for excellence in education that has
been copied the world over. Yet most students don’t
know that virtually all of Boston’s historic colleges and
universities were founded as Christian institutions.
Perhaps many believe that we are too sophisticated
in the 21* century to celebrate or even acknowledge
these roots.

However, there are some winds of change blow-
ing across this almost 400-year-old city. One of these
changes is a reawakening of Christianity. In 2006,
there are a higher percentage of evangelical Christians
studying in schools in the Boston area than at any other
time since the Great Awakenings of the 18" and 19"
centuries. In this special issue, we hope to answer some
questions we have been asked:

Just what is a Spiritual Awakening?

Is it true that Christians once dominated the campus?
Are Awakenings going on in the nations of the world?
What trends indicate that this could happen again?

Some would argue that modern America has be-
come too multi-cultural for a unified religious view.
But an examination of current spiritual trends indicates
the opposite. According to Jeff Bass, the executive
director of the Emmanuel Gospel Center, documenta-
tion over the past 30 years shows that “most church
growth is in minority communities. Ethnic cultures,
especially Asian, Brazilian and Haitian, have started
90 percent of all new churches.” Further, American
and international students who have been reared in
an atmosphere of Christian culture account for a large
part of this growth.

When we examine history, we find the same trend
during the time of the Great Awakenings. Students
came from other places to study at a New England
college. These students encountered something they
did not expect when they first began to inquire into
spiritual experience. As Charles Coffin, historian and
native Bostonian, wrote in the preface to his history of
New England, Old Times in the Colonies:
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I have spoken of the meaning of history. Surely it has
a meaning, what else are we living for? Whichever
way we turn in the material world we find things
needful for our use and we think of them as God's
forethoughts, and as designed for our welfare. If
there is design in the material world, there must be
some meaning to history, some ultimate end to be
accomplished.

History shows us that these spiritual awakenings
are inevitable. The question is not if there will be an-
other Great Awakening, but when. In time, there will
be many more Christian media projects produced by
students for students in Boston. When a movement of
the magnitude of the 18" century Great Awakening
occurs again in Boston, the students themselves will
produce media that will carry the good news to the
ends of the earth—something that was not possible
in any of the prior Great Awakenings.

Could it be time for another Great Awakening in
Boston, starting with the 300,000 students on 45 college
campuses? As you look into the idea of “meaning,”
“purpose,” and “destiny,” our hope is that you will be
open to the idea that perhaps God has called you to the
city of Boston “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14).

— The Boston Awakening team
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IN THE PAST 20 YEARS, the city of Boston has
witnessed an unprecedented rate of church growth
even while the population has remained steady. This
has some local Christian leaders and ministers asking
if the first stage of a Great Awakening is being fueled
by college students and immigrant churches.

24

“Staid, intellectual, overly-rational New England
is, I think, experiencing a visitation of the Holy Spirit.
God is very much interested in reclaiming this area and
turning it into that beacon it was initially meant to be.
We are on the verge of the most powerful, transforma-
tive spiritual revival this nation has ever seen.”

—Roberto Miranda, Congregation Lion of Judah

“

“When we see a desire for people to get together
to pray, we know that God’s about to do something
powerfully. And that’s the sense that we have. We
think something greater is about to happen. And it’s
our sense that when Harvard and MIT come back to
Christ, then the world’s going to take note.”

— Alex Canavan, Christian radio manager

A

“All of the great revivals, the awakenings that have
swept America and gone around the world, seemed to
begin in New England. That's where the revival is now.
It’sisolated candles, but very soon, He’s going to bring
the candles together, and when He does, the combined
candle power is going to be brilliant, and it’s going to
be astonishing to many people. There is so much pride
here—intellectual pride—and so much excellence, that
this might be the last place anyone would pick and that
might be why God is picking it.”

— David Manuel, author and historian

A

“This is where the Pilgrims landed. This is where
the Pilgrims made covenant with God to be a Gospel,
covenant-keeping people. I think that there’s a sense in
America that if it can happen in New England, it can
happen anywhere. God has brought them from Brazil,
brought them from Latin America, to Boston because
this is where revival is going to break out. They’'re way
ahead of us. They’re passionate — the Hispanics, the
Brazilians, the Asians.”

— Paul Taylor, Director Northeast Prayer Center

4 « THE BOSTON AWAKENING

"We are on the
verge of the
most powerful,
tfransformative
spiritual revival
this nation has
ever seen.”

— Roberto Miranda,
Congregation Lion of Judah

“This is the region where church-planting started,
and yet it is now the most unchurched region in the
United States. It's been 200 years since you've seen a
real move of God in Boston. In 1900, the United States
was the number-one sending nation of missionaries
around the world, and today the United States is the
13* largest receiving nation of Christian missionaries
from around the world.”

— Dan Clymer, church planting missionary

A

“Alot of the groundwork has been laid. The ‘quiet
revival’ is a precursor to something more major. An-
other revival is coming, more along the lines of the
Great Awakening.”

— Jeff Bass, Emmanuel Gospel Center

24

“I'’have never seen the Holy Spirit moving as power-
fully as I have seen at these Boston Awakening prayer
meetings. Compassion for the lost, zeal for evangelism,
and power from the Holy Spirit is being imparted.
There is a strong sense that revival is about to break
out in the coming weeks. I urge all college students
and people with hearts for revival on the campuses to
attend these meetings as the Boston Awakening team
imparts a vision for raising up laborers for the harvest
field in Boston.”

— David W. Hill, Abundant Grace Church

Source: CBN



On the following pages are listed the top ten Chris-
tian leaders in Massachusetts history. Literally hun-
dreds of names could have been included. No doubt,
there are more than a few glaring omissions. Ever since
the first English Pilgrims and Puritans settled here in
the 1620s and "30s, Massachusetts has led the nation
in producing Christian leaders from all walks of life.
Ministers, authors, statesmen, sports heroes and busi-
ness people have openly professed their faith in Jesus
Christ, sometimes in the face of ridicule, but often as
a testimony to their success.

As Oliver Wendell Holmes said, Boston is “the

Christian Leaders
of Massachusetts

hub of the solar system.” The Puritans believed that
Massachusetts was literally the “New Jerusalem.” The
names New Hampshire, New Haven, New England
speak of the mandate of the New Testament to build
the city of God on earth. The names of towns, rivers
and places echo biblical names and doctrines. Even the
city of Boston, originally named Tremont for the three
hills the city was built upon, alludes to the Trinity. It
was a city built upon the foundation of God.

While few today would think of New England’s
citizens as being God'’s chosen people, when we look
at our great achievement and culture, it is obvious
that there is a special calling for the region. Here is
only a brief representation of the Christian leaders of
four centuries. As the growing number of Christian
students and local churches attest, it may not be long
before we will see a new generation of Christian lead-
ers who will build “the city of God” on the foundation
laid by its founders. @

THE TOP TEN CHRISTIAN LEADERS OF MASSACHUSETTS: #1
William Bradford: Second Governor

William Bradford, the second governor of Plym-
outh colony elected to fill the place of the deceased
John Carver, was responsible for the infant colony’s
success through great hardships. The Pilgrims were
part of a strain of Puritanism known as Separatism,
which denoted the aim to completely secede from
the Church of England. The Pilgrims held to a Con-
gregational rather than a Presbyterian form of church
government.

Not all of the Plymouth colony were Christians,
however, and some spoke of using their liberty in
defiance of the Pilgrims. Unless they could be held
together in unity there was little hope they would
survive. The success of the Plymouth was based on
covenantalism—the belief that men could form com-
pacts or covenants in the sight of God as a basis for

of Plymouth Colony
1690-1651

The Mayflower Compact:
“Having undertaken for the Glory
of God, and Advancement of the
Christian Faith ... do by these
presents, solemnly and mutually
in the Presence of God and one of
another, covenant and combine
ourselves together into a civil
Body Politick ...”

government without the consent of a higher authority.
The church of the Pilgrims was already bound by a
strict mutual covenant. But to include those outside
of the church, a civil compact was drawn up—the
constitution and foundation of a Christian democratic
republic in the New World.

The Mayflower Compact, signed on November
11, 1620, acknowledged the right of everyone who
signed it to share in the making and administering
of laws and the right of the majority to rule. It was
the constitution of a pure democracy, the principle
of Congregational church government applied to the
state. This was all the law they had for several years. It
worked because they chose Christians as their leaders
and all understood that they were to be self-governing
under the moral law of God. ¥
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THEY HUDDLED UNDER A HAYSTACK. Ordinarily the five college students met under
the protective branches of a large maple tree and under the cover of night to read the Word
of God, confess their sins, sing a song of forgiveness and pray for revival on their campus.
Even the minutes of their meetings were kept in secret.

Tonight was different. The
small, beleaguered company had
been driven from their secret sanc-
tuary by thunder that drowned
out their prayers, lightning that
crackled around them and rain that
drenched them to the skin. An old
barn with the comfort of a haystack
became their refuge. There, with
the storm symbolizing the hostility
of their campus against them and
their faith, they intuitively knew
that their moment had come. God
would answer their prayers. With
the mysterious wind of the Holy
Spirit, He would bring convicting
and cleansing power to Williams
College, a school founded through
spiritual revival but now a seedbed
for sin and skepticism. Another
Great Awakening was on the way!

The time was 1806, when our
American ancestors struggled to
establish the democracy that had
been won in the War of Indepen-
dence. The place was Williams
College in Massachusetts, where
Christian students had to meet
in secret in order to avoid public
ridicule. The people were a non-
descript band of five students, who
seemed to be too serious for their
own good.

Within two years one of them,
Samuel John Mills, had organized
an alliance called “The Brethren” to
bring the gospel to those around the
world who had never heard it. By
1810 the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Mission, the
first foreign missionary society in
the U.S., had been formed; in 1812
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Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice
sailed to India as the first overseas
missionaries. Later the American
Board of Homeland Missions was
formed to serve within our bor-
ders—evangelizing, establishing
schools for Native Americans, and
playing a key role in the movement
to abolish slavery.

American Foreign Missions
Movement Born

Since that August day two cen-
turies ago in a haystack during a
summer storm, young people have
followed their faith to meet physi-
cal and spiritual needs in every part
of the world—establishing schools,
equipping hospitals, founding
churches. Countless people around
the globe trace their Christian lin-
eage through a hayfield in north-
western Massachusetts.

As unlikely as the time, place
and people may seem, one of the
Great Awakenings in American
history can be traced back to 1806 at
Williams College when a thunder-
storm drove five students to prayer
while huddled under a haystack.

The history of America can be
written through the turning points
of spiritual awakenings. Those
awakenings often began and came
full cycle among Christian students
on college campuses. Especially
in the Great Awakenings of past
centuries, college students led the
way in moral reform and world
evangelism.

Two Student Led Awakenings
That Shook the World

Twice in North American his-
tory, the Lord has brought about
national revivals through collegiate
prayer and fasting. In 1729, a small
band of young men at Oxford
University in England met to pray,
fast and study the Word. From this
came what was to be known as the
First Great Awakening in America.
Those involved were none other
than Charles and John Wesley and
the evangelist George Whitfield.

This revival was followed in
1806 by the Second Great Awaken-
ing which found its roots in the
haystack prayer meeting of five
collegians at Williams College.

Both of these movements were
driven by persecution from class-
mates, a deep desire for personal re-
vival, prayer, fasting, and scripture
reading. These revivals produced
momentous mass evangelism, his-
toric missionary activity, and sig-
nificant social change throughout
North America. &/

Resources

Haystack Awakening ’06,
North American Mission Board,
www.studentz.com/haystack06

Williams College Haystack Central,
http:/lhaystack.williams.edu

David L. McKenna, The Coming
Awakening, InterVarsity Press, 1990.



THE TOP TEN CHRISTIAN LEADERS OF MASSACHUSETTS: #2

Long before becoming the
governor of Massachusetts, John
Winthrop had a deep under-
standing of God’s divine pur-
poses for the colony. “We shall
be a city set on a hill,” he said of
Boston—where the church was
the center of life during those
early years of the city’s history.

While en route to the New
World on board the Arbella,
Winthrop wrote the sermon “A
Model of Christian Charity,” in
which he outlined the purposes
of God for New England. He
described a harmonious Chris-
tian community whose laws
and government would logically
proceed from a godly and pur-
poseful arrangement.

%in Winthrop: Governor

of Massachusetts
1981-1649

“The eyes of all people are upon us, so that if
we deal falsely with our God in this work we have
undertaken, and so cause us to withdraw His pres-
ent help from us, we shall be made a story and a
byword through the world.”

Winthrop set out clearly the revealed purposes
of God and warned that their success or failure
would depend on their dedication to the ideal
community. Winthrop laid the foundation for a
people yet to come. God Himself will raise up
a new generation of young people who will be
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. %

#3 Anne Bradstreet:

A S i

A

Almost everything we know about Anne Bradstreet
comes from her poetry in which she combined the longings
of the human heart with a devout Christian faith. Though
her poetry was admired by many contemporaries, she was
criticized by some for writing, as she once noted:

I am obnoxious to each carping tongue
Who says my hand a needle better fits,
A Poet’s pen all scorn I should thus wrong,

For such despite they cast on Female wits.

Still she composed poems: about nature, marriage, chil-
dren, and faith. As one historian put it, her poetry shows
that “a Puritan could combine passion, love of children and
good furniture, humor—that the female Puritan, in short,
could be both a Puritan and a woman of great charm.” In
“To My Dear and Loving Husband,” she celebrates marital
love while pointing to a love more eternal:

:'-, -
M_;#A{EQ - @‘

If ever two were one, then surely we.

If ever man were loved by wife, then thee.

If ever wife was happy in a man,

Compare with me, ye women, if you can.

I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold,
Of all the riches that the East doth hold.

My love is such that rivers cannot quench,

Nor ought but love from thee give recompense.
Thy love is such I can no way repay;

The heavens reward thee manifold I pray.
Then, while we live, in love let’s so persever,
That when we live no more we may live ever.

L

Her writings debunk the myth of the stodgy, prudish
Puritan so long a part of the American psyche. &/
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Winat'is Revival and Spiritual  Awaken

I have been a student of revival
and spiritual awakening since I was
converted to Christ in 1985 as part
of a church outreach ministry to
young adults in Boston. Since that
time, I have been in the middle of
several movements that have been
called “revivals” in Russia, Ukraine,
Latin America and even parts of
the United States. The Holy Spirit
orchestrated these movements, but
there was also something lacking.
While the Great Awakening of the
18* century transformed America’s
cultural landscape, other “reviv-
als,” such as those during the time
of D.L. Moody and Billy Sunday,
have been deficient in this quality.

We can be hopeful for another
Great Awakening because God
himself has promised that these
events will always occur in human
history. God is taking us toward
a time “when the plowman shall
overtake the reaper, and the treader
of grapes him who sows seed; the
mountains shall drip with sweet
wine, and all the hills shall flow
with it.” (Amos 9:13). In other
words, there will one day be a time
of universal revival. In fact, the
Bible is rife with prophecies stating
that someday there will be a revival
that never needs to be revived.

A common misrepresentation
of the word, “revival,” is a planned
evangelistic meeting or program.
In the historic understanding of
the word, revival begins with the
recovery of the Lord’s testimony
in a given generation. The result-
ing effect of the revived Church
on society with large numbers of
people being converted is termed
a “spiritual awakening.”

Author and pastor, Paul Je-
hle explains, “Many revivals have
stopped short of their full potential
because God’s people had a goal of
simply being revived themselves.
The goal of true revival is more
than church meetings, souls or
sensitivity to spiritual things. The

8 « THE BOSTON AWAKENING

by Jay Rogers

goal of true revival is a long-term
vision for covenant faithfulness to
our children’s children.”

Similarly, David L. McKenna,
president of Asbury Theological
Seminary writes: “If the church is
to be revived, it will be a multigen-
erational experience which brings
together the visions of the young,
the prophecies of the adult and the
dreams of the elderly. Rather than
stifling the energies of the young,
we should set them free with the
balance of the prophetic Word and
a sense of history. They are the fuel
for the engine of revival.”

“Revivali b glns with
@very of the
Loliclg ’reswmony

The resung effect of

Looking at social trends, some
may doubt that we are on the verge
another Great Awakening. How-
ever, when we look at history, we
see that spiritual awakening always
occurs after a time of deep moral
decline in the churches.

Revival expert Jeff Ziegler notes,
“When moral decline is at its most
rampant then the glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ dawns upon the elect
in unusual power and His character
is recovered and expressed among
His people. Among the society,
spiritual awakening occurs when
there is great spiritual darkness
among the people. When the great-
ness of Christ’s glorified testimony
isrevived in the Church, the lost are
awakened in large number.”

We should also realize that there
is revival happening all over the
world today. There are spiritual

awakenings that have swept hun-
dreds of millions of people into the
Kingdom of God within the last few
decades. There is revival in Africa,
Latin America, Eastern Europe,
China, the South Pacific Islands,
and Southeast Asia. The sheer
volume of people coming to know
Christ in this “World Awakening”
not only rivals but also even sur-
passes what happened in America
in centuries past.

As we turn to look at our own
nation and Western Europe, we see
that the supposedly “Christian”
nations of the world today are
sadly deficient in terms of revival
experience. Nevertheless, in times
of great darkness in America’s past
revival has dawned bringing new
light and hope. So we can hope
and pray for a Great Awakening
in America, which will surpass all
past experience.

Today in America, we are in
the midst of a spiritual awakening
among young people. As a high
school English teacher, I have used
some of the articles that appear in
this magazine with my students. It
seems absolutely normal to these
young people to read about God
in class. This is a big change from
my high school experience and
what I saw as a teacher only a few
years ago.

In fact, this generation thinks
about spiritual reality far more than
any recent generation in America’s
history. They lack only leadership.
Every youth evangelist I have
spoken with agrees that this is the
most spiritually open generation of
young people that they have ever
seen. There is already an awaken-
ing among youth. Every revival
starts like this. As one revivalist
wrote: “The youth are the kindling
that set fire to the old logs.” G/

Jay Rogers is the director of The
Forerunner International, a media
ministry that trains students worldwide
in Christian apologetics.



A Ripe Time for Another Great Awakening?

The academic institutions of
the Northeast, including Harvard,
Princeton, Yale, and several others,
are “lynchpins” in the American
university system. Philosophies
which are born and bred in the
classrooms of these schools are
later transferred to every other uni-
versity in America—and often the
world. God himself is concerned
with these schools; He had a hand
in bringing them into being. He
always honors His covenants with
men and virtually every college in
this area was founded with the pur-
pose of bringing glory to God.

A brief survey of American
history will show that the colleges
and universities in the northeastern
corridor have always been used
of God to unlock the heart of the
nation. The spiritual condition
that characterizes the northeastern
colleges and universities reflects
the spiritual condition of the rest
of our society. This should come as
no surprise to those who are aware
of America’s Christian history. For
good or for evil, for the past 370
years, northeast colleges and uni-
versities have been the spiritual
focal point of America.

The politics and ethics of the
United States were birthed in the
northeastern cities of Boston and
Philadelphia. The spiritual climate
of the United States has also been
deeply affected by this area. The
most significant event of 1700s,
barring the American Revolution,
was the Great Awakening, which
began among young people in
Northampton, Massachusetts. The
World Missions Movement was
begun at Williams College in Wil-
liamstown, Massachusetts as the
result of a prayer meeting held by
three students.

In the early 1800s, the Northeast
was a center for sporadic spiritual
revivals on many of the college
campuses. The spiritual, moral,
social and political foundations of
the United States had their begin-
nings in the Northeast.

Look to the
Northeast
College
Campuses!

Harvard

Reverend John Harvard gave
half his property and his entire li-
brary to start this world renowned
institution. Harvard’s original
motto was: “For Christ and the
Church.” The goal of a Harvard ed-
ucation was to establish Christian
principles in the minds of students
according to the Word of God. In
addition to ministers, Harvard
also produced some of the greatest
statesmen of the 1700s, such as,
John Hancock, John Adams, and
Samuel Adams.

“After God had carried us safe
to New England, and had builded
our houses, provided necessaries
for our livelihood, reared conve-
nient places for God’s worship,
and settled the civil government:
one of the next things we longed
for, and looked after was to ad-
vance learning and perpetuate it
to posterity; dreading to leave an
illiterate ministry to the churches
when our present ministers shall
lie in the dust.”

This 17th century passage is
familiar to all Harvard undergradu-
ates, the words being inscribed on

the northern panel of the Johnson
Gates leading into Harvard Yard.
This passage is taken from New
England’s First Fruits, published
by Samuel Eliot Morrison. It is the
earliest account of Harvard which
appeared in London in 1643. This
same document cites the rules and
precepts of Harvard:

“Let every student be plainly
instructed and earnestly pressed
to consider well the main end of
his life and studies is to know God
and Jesus Christ which is eternal
life, John 17:3 and therefore to lay
Christ in the bottom, as the only
foundation of all sound knowledge
and learning.”

Yale

Yale was patterned after the
design of Harvard. The founders
of Yale were authorized to create
an institution where “youth may
be instructed in the Arts and Sci-
ences who through the blessing of
Almighty God may be fit for em-
ployment both in the Church and
Civil State.” Three Yale graduates
were: the inventor Eli Whitney; the
educator and author Noah Webster;
and the patriot Nathan Hale who
just before being hanged by the
British said, “I regret thatI have but
one life to lose for my country.”

In the 1700s, the First Great

— continued on page 12
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Are you ready for a Great Awakening?

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20™ CENTURY, 80 percent of the
world’s Christians were in the Americas and Europe. The number is
now only 40 percent, because most of the new Christians are in Asia
and Africa. The city of Boston and the ethnicity of some of the Christian
campus and church leadership are indicative of this.

| e —

oy

Revival expert Frank Kellam writes: “I am confident that God-
breathed revival will spread rapidly across the globe. There is no other
' way to win the war on terror and other spiritual battles—no other
way to see dominion advance in the Great Commission—except by
the Person of the Holy Spirit in God’s people.”

If the traditionally Christian West continues to deny God's sover-
eign grace via self-centered syncretism, then the Holy Spirit will bring
" revival — even in “evangelical” America — from sources and areas
- of the world we might least expect. The following is a brief survey of
five such “hot spots” in the world:

Guatemala

Some call Almolonga, Guate-
mala the “Miracle City” because
of the radical transformation of
these descendants of the Mayans.
In 1974, following the pattern of
historic revivals, 90 percent of
the town’s 18,000 residents were
converted to Christ. Churches
grew from four congregations
in 1974 to 23 today. Since the
power of God started transform-
ing the community, crime has

taken a definite downturn. The

last jail closed in 1989 and is now
remodeled as a place for celebrat-

| ing weddings, receptions, and

community events. The family
sphere of society before was at
the bottom. Women were largely
viewed simply as servants. Since
the Gospel came, both sexes
have had the same opportuni-
ties. A Christian work ethic has
produced an economic renewal.
There is not the high unemploy-
ment that is rampant in other
cities in this region. (CBN)
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Cuba

The ailing die-hard communist
dictator, Fidel Castro, has spent
half a century trying to enforce
atheistic Marxism and close
churches. Yet today the Cuban
church is stronger than ever. The
Assemblies of God is the largest
evangelical denomination on the
island. It has several hundred
established churches as well as
thousands of cell groups. There

% are an estimated 10,000 to 15,000
. of these house churches meeting
. in Cuba today. The Christian re-

vival has affected Castro’s family.
One of his nephews reportedly
attends an evangelical church and
has actually invited the president
to attend.

What lies ahead for the Cuban
church? Many observers say that
Ratl Castro will not be able to
keep his brother’s communist dic-
tatorship in place. An emerging
“shadow government” is thought
to be in the hands of some of the
underground church pastors who
have effectively networked and
planned for the day when Cuba
will be free. Some plan to send
out foreign missionaries to the
nations of the world including the
United States. (Charisma News)

Prior to the reforms of the late
1980s and early "90s, evangelical
churches metillegally in Ukraine. §

Ministers were often given harsh &=

jail sentences for preaching and
distributing Christian literature.

In 1994, Pastor Sunday Ad-
elaja came from Nigeria to Kiev,
Ukraine to begin The Embassy
of God Church. The church has
grown in 12 years from seven
people to about 20,000 members,
now the largest church in Europe.
Pastor Sunday’s congregation is

i 99 percent white Europeans who
follow an African leader, show- 2%

ing that heaven-sent revival truly
breaks down racial barriers. _
Over one thousand people §

are fed daily in the church’s & :

“Stephania Soup Kitchen.” The
church has established homes for
abandoned children. Over 500 of
these children have been restored
to families. The Embassy of God
television ministry reaches over
100 million homes across Europe,
Africa and Russia. Political and
Senate leaders attend the church
regularly and some are members.
The Embassy of God is involved
in the transformation of all strata
of society, with works going on in
the schools, factories, banks and
other social groups of society. The
church is constructing a 20,000

- seat church building in Kiev, the

first of its kind in Europe.

The churches in Kiev were
at the forefront of the peaceful
“Orange Revolution” of early
2005, which brought a change
to the corrupt government. The
policies of the new president are
now more sympathetic to reli-
gious freedom for the churches
of Ukraine. (FRI)




It's happening all over the world!

Korea

Until the 20th century, Korea
was an isolated land fearful of
strangers. However, news of
the 1904 Welsh revival filtered
through, and Christians began
to pray fervently that God would
pour out a similar blessing on
Korea. In 1907, at a Bible con-
ference in the northern city of
Pyongyang, a sudden urgency

& to pray gripped the bulk of those
present. They continued in prayer &

for hours and God’s presence was

felt. Enemies made their peace

with one another. Stolen goods
. were returned. People confessed
and wept over their hatred of the
. Japanese and Americans.

During World War II, the
Japanese martyred Korean Chris-
tians for refusing to bow to the
Emperor’s statue. With the war
over, the churches continued the
pattern of fervent prayer. This
brought a fierce backlash from
the communists who had taken
control. Christians were crucified,
preachers had their tongues cut
out, and children caught at secret
Sunday schools were deafened
by having chopsticks rammed in
their ears.

The 1950s Korean War allowed
hundreds of refugee Christians
to come south, bringing the re-
vival with them. In 1954, a young
Buddhist, dying of tuberculosis,
was powerfully converted to
Christ. Yonggi Cho began the
Yoido Full Gospel Church with a
second-hand American army tent
in Seoul. It has grown to over half
a million members!

This awakening has brought a
work ethic and national prosper-
ity to this impoverished war-
torn nation. With an estimated
one million Christians praying
together for revival, today’s
churches in Korea may have an-
other revival with the upcoming
100th anniversary of Pyongyang
Revival. Another Christian awak-
ening in Korea could resolve the
conflict between North and South
and bring a peaceful end to world

tensions. (Rene Monod, The Korean
Revival, Hodder.)

A

In the year 2000, the nation
of Fiji began to experience an
astonishing spiritual awakening.
It happened at the height of a
crucial social upheaval when the
churches united and interceded
for God’s intervention. Since
then, this mighty revival has
transformed not only individuals
but also whole villages in Fiji. The
Fijian people have been witness-
ing signs and wonders — even to
this day God is literally healing
their land. Citizens and govern-
ment leaders alike say prayer is
changing their country.

In May 2000, Fiji was torn in =
- Director of Healing the Land

two. Ethnic tensions between
Indians and indigenous Fijians

sparked a military coup attempt, |

led by Fijian Nationalist George
Speight. The government was
held hostage for 56 days. Violence
and chaos ruled the city. Sud-
denly, this paradise in the South
Seas was crumbling to pieces. But
just as its people were becoming
helpless, a tremendous thirst
for God and a spirit of personal
soul-searching swept through the
churches.

The President of Fiji, Ratu
Josefa Iloilo, called the churches
to unite in prayer and God began
answering the cries of His people.
In July 2000, Speight and his fol-
lowers were arrested and God
raised up leaders who honored
Him. The Prime Minister of Fiji,
Laisenia Qarase shocked a crowd

]

b

of ten thousand as he boldly con-
fessed his faith in God.

Today reconciliation and unity
are evident among government
and church leaders, and even
among Fijians and Indians. Not
only have personal lives been
restored, but the land is literally
being healed in almost every vil-
lage. Fijians say that for 42 years,
a certain stream among the dry
hills caused barrenness, mental

_illness and even blindness to the

people of Nuku. But then God
miraculously healed these waters.
They have now become a source
of life.

Ratu Vuniani Nakauyaca,

Ministry, said, “We were calling
the tribes, and some of the villag-
ers here came to join us. During

. the course of that time, the chief

in that area was installed, and he
made a covenant between God
and the people because during
that time everybody in the com-
munity gave their heart to the
Lord. As they made the covenant
to God, three days into that pro-
cess, the water was healed, mys-
teriously, miraculously.”

In the village of Nataleira,
women villagers testify that fish
can now be caught in abundance
from the sea. Kalesi Liku is a vil-
lager of Nataleira, she said, “In
the past, in the last 15 years, there
was not much fish around here.
After they saw the ‘Revival Fire,’
the fish began to come.” (CBN)
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Look to the Northeast College Campuses!

— continued from page 9

Awakening came to an end because
of the influx of rationalistic think-
ing from Europe in the form of
literature. Revival waned because
books containing the philosophy of
the Enlightenment were disbursed
on the college campuses by the ton.
Books containing rationalistic prin-
ciples which mocked the Bible, such
as Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason,
were given freely to the students.

Dr. Timothy Dwight, then the
President of Yale College, described
the literature as “the dregs of hu-
manity vomited on us ... the whole
mass of pollution emptied on this
country.” Students looking for an
excuse to rebel against Christian-
ity embraced rationalism. Bible
colleges became centers of skepti-
cism. Students formed societies
calling themselves by the names of
the French philosophers of the En-
lightenment. Students took control
of entire campuses. Students held
mock communion services. One
group forced the resignation of a
Bible college president. Another
group attempted to blow up a cam-
pus building.

But God had a surprise in store.
Timothy Dwight, the grandson
of Jonathan Edwards, became the
president of Yale in 1795. Under
his administration the whole moral
and religious atmosphere of the col-
lege was changed for the better.

He met the students on their
own ground and in a series of frank
discussions in the classrooms treat-
ed subjects such as, “The Nature
and Danger of Infidel Philosophy”
and “Is the Bible the Word of God?”
He gave a notable series of lectures
in which he grappled with the prin-
ciples of deism and materialism.
Soon he had the admiration of the
students. In 1802, a revival began
in which a third of the student
body professed conversion and
was followed at frequent intervals
by other awakenings. The “Infidel
Movement” was checked and the
resulting awakening became the
impulse for the founding of numer-
ous academies and colleges.
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Amherst

Ambherst was founded and for
many years maintained with the
aim of educating young men to
serve God. The school’s Latin mot-
to, “Terras Irradient,” is translated,
“Let them enlighten the lands.” In
the early years of the school, fre-
quent and powerful revivals often
resulted in the salvation of many
young men. An eyewitness of one
revival relates this account:

“The meetings of literary societ-
ies were turned to prayer-meetings,
and frequently the instructors
united with their classes in prayer
in their recitation rooms. At these
meetings, which were well attend-
ed, the impenitent were warned

and urged to accept the Savior
by those who had formerly been
their companions in sin. It was a
deeply affecting scene to witness
the love of Christ. Many of the
subjects of this work have been
those who were farthest from God
and all good, not only unbelieving,
but wild and reckless. About nine
tenths of the Senior and Sophomore
classes are now the hopeful subjects
of renewing grace.”

For the next 50 years, sponta-
neous moves of the Holy Spirit
came frequently to Amherst Col-
lege, attested to by many other
accounts. The results of these
revivals included the emergence
of the world missions movement,
the temperance movement, and the
anti-slavery movement. Graduates
of Ambherst College have included
the radical social reformer Henry
Ward Bee